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Abstract
Each region has the potential to be developed into an ecotourism area. Ecotourism
development in an region have a large impact on a region. One sector that has the potential to
be developed into an ecotourism area, namely plantations. Sirah Pulau Padang Sub-district has
quite extensive plantations. Research needs to be done to see the development potential of
ecotourism in Sirah Pulau Padang Sub-district in terms of the society plantation sector. This
research was carried out by observing society plantations and associated with the ecotourism
development potential. The results of the research show that in Sirah Pulau Padang Sub-district
has the potential to be developed into a seasonal ecotourism area.
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1. Introduction
Ecotourism development in a region can
help in rural society development,
biodiversity conservation, conservation
education
(Eshun,
2010),
cultural
conservation, (Friedman, 2009), and
economic improvement (Ummiroh and
Rini, 2013).
Each region has its own ecotourism
potential that can be developed. The
ecotourism development will have a major
impact on the progress of a region.
According to Klak (2007), one of the
potentials that can be developed for
ecotourism is agriculture. In addition, the
plantation sector can also be developed into
an ecotourism area.
Sirah Pulau Padang Sub-district is one of
the Sub-districts in Ogan Komering Ilir
District,
South
Sumatra
Province.
According to Sugiarto (2018), Sirah Pulau
Padang Sub-district consists of several
ecosystems, namely plantations, rice fields,
rivers and settlements. Seeing of existence

ecotourism development potential in the
plantation sector, Research needs to be on
ecotourism development potential in Sirah
Pulau Padang Sub-district reviewed from
the society plantation sector. The benefits
of this research can provide data on
ecotourism development potential in Sirah
Pulau Padang Sub-district.
2. Research Methods
The research was conducted in
December 2018 in Sirah Pulau Padang Subdistrict, Ogan Komering Ilir District, South
Sumatra. This research was conducted by
observing on society plantations. The
observation variables are the types of plants
planted and the potential to support
ecotourism development and the estimated
harvest season. After obtaining the
observed variables, it is associated with
ecotourism development potential.

3. Results and Discussion
The results of observations on society plantations obtained plants that have the potential to
support ecotourism development, namely:

Table 1. Types of plants planted on society plantations and estimated harvest season
Plants
Durio zibethinus Rumph. ex
Murray
Lansium domesticum Corr.
Garcinia mangostana L.
Nephelium lappaceum L.
Baccaurea motleyana Müll.
Arg.
Bouea macrophylla Griff.

Local name
Duren

Estimated harvest season
December-January

Duku
Mangges
Rambutan
Rambai

February-March
December-January
January-February
January-February

Raman, Ganderie

January-February

Ecotourism development potential in
Sirah Pulau Padang Subdistrict if viewed
from the society plantation sector has the
potential to develop seasonal ecotourism.
Based on observations on society
plantations, this seasonal ecotourism can
take place from December to March.
Seasonal ecotourism activities can be filled
with several activities such as camping in
farming, outbound, enjoying fruits, or
learning gardening from the community.
These activities can all be carried out in one
ecotourism visit in Sirah Pulau Padang Subdistrict. Guides of ecotourism activities are
of course from educated local communities,
this is so that ecotourism guides have a lot
of knowledge about the surrounding
environment and provide convenience in
communicating with ecotourism. In
addition, the society can provide souvenirs
for ecotourism which can be in the form of
harvested fruits or handmade by the society.
The society can also ask for input and
advice from ecotourism after participating
in ecotourism activities to improve
ecotourism in Sirah Pulau Padang Subdistrict. According to Klak (2007), several
ways to develop tourism activities can
become a fundamental part of integrated
regional development such as by promoting
healthy local agriculture, land, expertise,
professional skills development, job
diversification, solidarity and community
pride. According to Sugiarto and Hanifa
(2018), Lansium domesticum Corr. which is
found in Ogan Komering Ilir District,
commonly known as duku komering. This
can be another attraction for developing

ecotourism in Sirah Pulau Padang Subdistrict.
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Figure 1. Fruit a. Nephelium lappaceum, b.
Baccaurea motleyana, c. Bouea
macrophylla,
d.
Lansium
domesticum, e. Durio zibethinus,
and f. Garcinia mangostana
Ecotourism development in Sirah Pulau
Padang Sub-district can be carried out
faster with government intervention, in this
case the government can help provide funds
for the construction of supporting facilities
for ecotourism activities and assist in
promoting ecotourism activities in Sirah
Pulau Padang Sub-district. Implementation
of ecotourism activities in Sirah Pulau
Padang Sub-district can help improve the
economy of the society. This is supported
by Eshun (2010), ecotourism development
can contribute to rural society development,
biodiversity conservation and conservation
education. According to Ummiroh and Rini

(2013), ecotourism not only increases
economic value but has added value. In
addition, according to Friedman (2009), the
benefits of ecotourism development are
expected to help development, provide
environmental protection, and cultural
conservation. But, according to Tran and
Do (2011), the existence of ecotourism in a
region can cause many negative impacts on
natural resources, ecology, and the local
environment.
4. Conclusion
Ecotourism development potential in
Sirah Pulau Padang Sub-district if reviewed
from the society plantation sector is very
support to be development into a seasonal
ecotourism area. Plants that are widely
planted on society plantations are Durio
zibethinus, Lansium domesticum, Garcinia
mangostana,
Nephelium
lappaceum,
Baccaurea
motleyana,
and
Bouea
macrophylla which have seasonal fruit.
When visiting seasonal ecotourism in Sirah
Pulau Padang Sub-district can take place
from December to March.
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